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REPORT 



Office of the Trustees of the State Library, 

December i, 1896. 
To His Excellency, the Governor : 

In compliance with the requirements of Section 7, of Chapter 
24, Laws of 1895, the Trustees of the State Library submit 
their first biennial report. 

IMPROVED ACCOMMODATION AND ESTABLISHED 
METHODS. 

The two years past have been eventful for this institution. 
The spacious edifice erected by the State for the State Library 
and the Supreme Court was dedicated with appropriate exer- 
cises and ceremonies in January, 1895, and has since been fur- 
nished, occupied and equipped for the uses intended. Apart- 
ments not at present required for the court or the library have 
been assigned to the Departments of Agriculture and Educa- 
tion. In its structure and in its appointments the new abode of 
the library proves in actual use to be well adapted to the pur- 
poses for which it was designed. Until the occupation of this 
building it was impossible to make the large collection of 
books and pamphlets belonging to the state available for pub- 
lic use. The trustees have endeavored to meet the new era 
with an administration calculated to ensure the best service to 
the patrons of the institution. The officers and employees 
have been selected with reference to their special fitness for 
their several duties. All the classes of works included in 
well-considered plans for a systematic development have been 
strengthened and everything has been provided which would 
seem to promote the convenience of patrons in consulting the 
books, so far as available resources have permitted. As this 
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is not intended to be a collection of such literature as is ordin- 
arily the principal feature of a popular town or city library of 
issue, the funds provided by the state have been principally 
applied to the assembling of works of value for reference, and 
more particularly of such as are not usually provided else- 
v/here. In variety and completeness, the books, pamphlets and 
periodicals which may be classified as distinctively the litera- 
ture of New Hampshire now gathered in the state library, will 
compare favorably with the results of similar undertakings in 
other states. Such works as are the standard authorities in the 
family, local and general history of New England have been 
carefully selected and placed upon the shelves with special ref- 
erence to the calls of the very large number of patrons who are 
making investigations in those fields of research. Many val- 
uable series of New Hampshire newspapers have been ob- 
tained and the state is specially indebted to several public spir- 
ited persons who have presented the library with well pre- 
served sets, some covering continuously a long period of time* 
It is difficult to estimate the value of complete files of influen- 
tial and long-established journals as the sources of inform- 
ation on the political, industrial, religious and general prog- 
ress of the state and, in short, to everything that enters into* 
its recorded annals. The steady progress of this library in 
usefulness to the public is attributable to the wise and liberal 
policy of the state in making provisions for its maintenance 
according to requirements of permanence and stability. 
Upon this basis the administration has been moving by 
methods deemed at the same time progressive and conserva- 
tive, and satisfactory results are assured. 

A SAFE DEPOSIT FOR VALUABLE BOOKS AND 
MANUSCRIPTS. 

In these days of many books, not a few individuals, inter- 
ested in general or special branches of literature, have de- 
voted their efforts to the collection of rare and valuable 
works. At some time it inevitably becomes a reason for so- 
licitude to them that the results of a lifetime of careful and 
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discriminating accumulation of rare and interesting books, 
pamphlets and manuscripts, may eventually fall into indiffer- 
ent or unfriendly hands. The new state library with its fire- 
proof building and iron shelving and its ample vaults of stone 
and steel affords a solution of the question which must sooner 
or later confront the creators of private collections. The 
auction room is the consummation of such endeavors, unless 
a safe and permanent public depository is secured by testa- 
mentary or other equally effective disposition, to perpetuate 
the results of their labors. The state library affords ample 
facilities for the sure and permanent preservation of the fruits 
of such individual efforts as have often been rewarded by 
unique and priceless collections in special fields. 

Perhaps these considerations may have another application 
which might advantageously be brought to the attention oi 
representatives of men and women who have sustained im- 
portant public relations. The accumulation of valuable cor- 
respondence and other writings is inevitable from the circum- 
stances of public life. The public loss resulting from the de- 
struction or the neglect of the papers of many of the states- 
men and soldiers of the provincial, revolutionary and even 
later periods is already well-known and is deplorable. This 
suggests the reflection that the same misfortune may come 
to the public by a failure to collect and preserve the docu- 
ments which are among the effects of public personages of 
our own or the previous generation. As representatives of 
the class to whom reference is made, the names of Franklin 
Pierce and John P. Hale are suggested. This is, of course, 
not to the exclusion of a multitude of others of like distinction, 
but they are alluded to as illustrative of the idea presented in 
this connection. There is a medial period after such men 
have ceased to be active in public affairs and after the occa- 
sion for withholding their papers from the eyes of history 
has passed and before indifference and neglect exposes them 
to defacement, loss or destruction, when the proper custod- 
ians may well consider means of preserving them intact to 
an interested and appreciative public. The state library in- 
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vites all to whom the eminent characters, who have earned 
honorable recognition in New Hampshire history^ have com- 
mitted their literary property, their manuscripts or corres- 
pondence, and all into whose custody such remains may come 
to avail themselves of its accommodations, for the receptacle 
of the subject matter of literary trusts. Within the state 
there is no destination for such papers so appropriate or 
well-equipped for a satisfactory performance of a duty thus 
imposed. 

A LIBRARY OF REFERENCE. 

The state library is primarily desijfned for the collection 
and preservation of works, which may be serviceable to the 
different departments of government. The accessions are 
very largely through exchanges. All branches of the federal 
government and of the several state governments are the 
agencies of investigation and the sources from which reports 
on a multitude of important subjects are produced. The 
business of investigation manifests intense activity and is 
prosecuted by methods of the most thorough research, not 
only by the superior facilities afforded by state and national 
patronage, but by investigations in the great universities and 
by specialists in industrial, business, social and scientific or- 
ganizations. The extent and value of the results of such 
efforts and the creations of such agencies may not be fairly 
appreciated and their utility cannot be rendered available, 
except through the medium of great reference libraries at 
central points in the several states. More than four hundred 
volumes are received annually from the State of Massachu- 
setts, a larger number from New York, and from the federal 
departments each year a volume of governmental literature 
which is no inconsiderable library in itself. The business of 
arranging, classifying and indexing these publications in 
order to make them available for the information of the 
people, and to put before them a knowledge of the funda- 
mental facts which these agencies have produced, is com- 
mitted to the custodians of the state library. While the 
popular libraries are designed for the dissemination of in- 
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formation through literature usually embodied in attractive 
forms and for the circulation of books which, for the most 
part, promise little more than mental recreation to a people 
largely engaged in laborious callings, it is manifest that the 
state library occupies a more restricted province. It must 
afford principally the facilities for original investigation of 
those subjects which command the attention of the courts, 
the legislature, the incumbents of positions in other depart- 
ments of government, and all who are engaged in studies 
and investigations, which reach beyond what is available in 
popular libraries and in current periodical literature. 

THE PROCEEDINGS AT THE INAUGURATION OF 
THE NEW LIBRARY. 

This, the most notable event in the history of the institu- 
tion, would demand special attention and deserve liberal 
space in this report, but for the fitting memorial published 
by order of the legislature. The proceedings on the 8th day 
of January, 1895, attracted a large and representative gath- 
ering in the new library building. The exercises were ap- 
propriate to the dedication of the edifice to the uses of the 
state library and the supreme court. The published volume, 
containing a complete report of all that transpired, was 
issued in 1895. The introduction, prepared by Hon. Ezra 
S. Stearns, secretary of state, presents an historical account 
of the antecedents of the present state library and a narrative 
of the legislation which provided for the new building and 
the execution of its provisions by the commissioners of 
construction to whom the enterprise was committed. This 
paper is followed by a description of the building, a list of 
librarians and trustees, in official succession to the present, 
the address by Hon. J. S. H. Frink, president of the day, 
the invocation of the Rev. Harry P. Dewey, the address of 
Hon. Charles H. Burns, representing the building com- 
mission, the address of Governor Charles A. Busiel, the ad- 
dress of Hon. Isaac W. Smith, representing the supreme court, 



Digitized by 



Google 



lO STATE LIBRARY REPORT. 

the address of Hon. Parsons B. Cogswell, mayor of Concord, 
the address of Hon. George C. Gilmore, chairman of the board 
of trustees of the state library, and the oration of the Rev. 
President Wm. J. Tucker, D. D., of Dartmouth College, and 
that of Hon. Ainsworth R. Spofford, librarian of congress. 
The general distribution of this volume, which is both 
elegant in form and valuable in material, renders a more 
particular reference to the exercises of that occasion 
superfluous. 

THE REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 

The state librarian has submitted a report to the trustees 
which gives an account of his administration during the 
past two years, with comprehensive regard to all necessary 
details. The account of expenditures is fully specified in 
the statement which he submits, and a summary for the 
same period may be consulted in the report of the state 
treasurer. These documents accompany this report and 
reference to them may be made for particular informatioa 
on the admi5\istration and finances of the institution. 

SHELVES AND FURNITURE. 

The inevitable growth of the library will necessitate an 
extension of the shelving accommodations for books from 
time to time. Henceforth this will be on a definite ratio of 
increase so that it will be practicable to make permanent 
provision for it in advance. Changes and additions in 
the more substantial furnishings of the building may also 
be expected. In order that necessary provisions for these 
indispensable improvements may not be delayed to the in- 
convenience of the public, in the use of the library, and that 
the board of control may not be met by doubtful questions 
of authority to make expenditures in the premises, it is 
recommended that an annual appropriation be provided by 
law for the purposes now indicated. 

The board of control, now constituted by law and having 
charge of the buildings and grounds, consists of the gov- 
ernor and the trustees. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Tlie library is now established for an indefinite future in 
permanent and commodious quarters. It is well-equipped 
for a progressive development and is capable of great useful- 
ness to the public. As is the case with other public libraries^ 
its mission can be most effectually fulfilled under a well- 
defined policy in management and maintenance. As to 
the resources upon which reliance can be placed for the 
expenses of administration and the expected accessions of 
books, it is as important that permanent, definite and re- 
liable appropriation shall be continued, whatever the amount 
granted, as it is that it should be sufficient for the purpose 
and wisely expended. Exceptional circumstances might re- 
quire special appropriations, but ordinarily a revenue fixed 
permanently by law is most advantageous to the institution 
and to the state. 

Respectfully submitted, 

George C. Gilmore, 
Albert S. Batchellor, 
William D. Chandler, 

Trustees. 
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RBPORT 



Office of the State Librarian, 

Concord, August i, 1896. 
To the Trustees : 

I herewith submit my report as Ubrarian of the New 
Hampshire state Hbrary covering the period from October 
I, 1894, to May 31, 1896. I have taken the later date as 
the close of the present biennial period, in the absence of 
any statute upon the subject, because it coincides with the 
fiscal year of the state. 

It seems fitting at a time when we have just moved into 
our new quarters and are engaged in a broader scheme of 
development for the Ubrary to bring to the attention of our 
citizens the purpose and ultimate end of the institution by 
a discussion of its relations to the people and the work and 
aid that are necessary to bring it up to the standard it should 
attain. I have, therefore, made such a discussion a part 
of this report. 

WHAT IS THE STATE LIBRARY.? 

Every state in the Union maintains, as a state institution, 
a library at its seat of government. The purposes of the 
collection of books differ widely. In some states only law 
literature is preserved, the library being maintained for the 
use solely of the different departments of the state govern- 
ment and more especially of the judicial department and 
the lawyers of the state. In other states, literature of all 
kinds including fiction and poetry is introduced and the 
institution assumes more the character of the popular 
libraries of cities and towns. 
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The state library of this state stands upon a basis much 
broader than the former and yet omits many of the charac- 
teristics of the latter. We start with the fact that it is the 
library of every person in the state; that every citizen con- 
tributes to its support and has a certain ownership in it and 
right to its usefulness; that the money for its maintenance 
and growth appropriated out of the state treasury, should 
be invested for the benefit of those furnishing it, individually 
and as a whole. We also have before us the fact that in the 
nature of things it cannot be expected that there will be a 
large public library in the state. Most of our communities 
will always be comparatively small and our wealth limited 
and, while the libraries of our cities and towns will always 
furnish to our citizens very valuable aid and serve ines- 
timable ends, and they become vast storehouses of litera- 
ture of all classes such as are the public libraries of Boston, 
New York and other large cities. 

The ideal for our state library then would naturally be 
not only an institution that is the library of every citizen of 
this state, but as well one that is established upon that broad 
foundation and worked out upon those lines that will bring 
it as near as is consistent with the money at our disposal 
to the standard of those greater libraries. Thus it would be 
the parent institution of the state, the store-house upon 
which the public libraries and the people may call for books, 
not otherwise available. It would reach out into all branches 
of literature and strive to make a complete collection in each 
branch. It should see to it that men of all professions may 
enter its doors with as much assurance of finding what 
they need that they cannot find elsewhere, as the lawyer 
has; that the farmer may feel sure of its co-operation in his 
work; that the doctor may find upon its shelves current and 
accurate papers upon medicine; in fact, that there shall be 
in it works that will aid each and every individual in his 
search for knowledge. It should avoid perfecting depart- 
ments to the detriment of others, but should rather aim to 
gradually develop all departments and the library as a 
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whole to that degree of efficiency which shall accomplish 
the above results. 

Up to the present time, the state library has had a some- 
what checkered career. Through the early years of its 
development, it was little cared for and no definite scheme 
for its growth was adopted. Appropriations for its use 
were painfully small and the men, in whose custody it was, 
had other matters that engrossed their attention. 

From the time, however, that Mr. William H. Kimball 
took charge of it, it began to develop along more certain 
lines and I am sure the state is to be congratulated upon the 
service rendered by him and his successor, Arthur R. Kim- 
ball. Their efforts certainly contributed in no small de- 
gree toward rescuing the library from its uncertain situation 
and placing it upon an enduring footing. 

A step in the right direction was taken when the admin- 
istration of the library was placed in the hands of three 
trustees. It is not an institution which should be in any 
way subjected to the uncertainties of political controversy 
and under the direction of a board of trustees appointed 
without regard to political preferment it is admirably situated 
to accomplish its ends. 

The crowning act of the state in aid of the library came 
when it generously made appropriation for the beautiful 
building into which the collection was moved in 1895. It 
has been the unanimous opinion of the* many who have 
visited the building the past year that it is beyond criticism 
from an architectural standpoint, and those who have had 
occasion to use the books have only words of praise for the 
convenience and comfort of the accommodations. The 
executive force have found it all that could be desired in the 
way of usefulness for library purposes. 

The tendency of these things, together with the growing 
interest of our citizens in the institution and the material 
aid which is beginning to be freely and heartily given by 
them toward its growth, have brought it today to the point 
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where the state can look with satisfaction upon its present 
condition, and with confidence to its future development. 

DEVELOPMENT. 

This development being carefully planned and untiringly 
followed, the best results may be expected. The trustees 
and other officers, as the servants of the people, are devot- 
ing their efforts to the utmost to improve the different 
collections along fixed lines of growth. But our citizens, 
it is evident, have a duty no less urgent to perform and the 
season of highest development will come when each and 
every one sees clearly the purposes of the library and the 
help it can render to him personally and in return freely 
gives to it all aid in his power. 

A general knowledge of what is to be done for the 
institution and how aid can be rendered will be useful aside 
from the administration of the library, which lies in the 
hands of its officers. This naturally divides itself into the 
following classes, i. e.; (i) Financial aid. (2) Other material 
aid. (3) Interest in the institution. (4) Patronage of the 
institution. 

(i) Financial aid. Substantial provision has been accorded 
by the legislature for the maintenance of the state library. 
A careful consideration of the needs of this department is 
again to be invited and will undoubtedly receive due atten- 
tion from that body. 

(2) Other material aid. It has been the pleasure of many 
of our people in the past to aid the library by gifts of books 
and pamphlets which were needed, both those pertaining 
to New Hampshire and such general works as are useful in 
a reference library and the number of such interested 
individuals is constantly increasing. This leads to the hope 
that this generous spirit will be continued and increased in 
the future. 

(3) Interest in the institution. It is not alone by con- 
tribution to its shelves that a helpful co-operation may be 
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manifested. Every individual may take a personal interest 
in the work of the institution. He may become acquainted 
with it as it is and learn the scheme of development and 
give to its officers at all times the benefit of advice and 
suggestion. 

(4) Patronage of the institution. All as they come to 
appreciate the variety and extent of its resources will more 
generally patronize. There is much of usefulness in it for 
everyone. To take advantage of it and benefit from it is a 
practically unrestricted privilege. The patronage of the 
library has been rapidly increasing. People come to 
Concord to consult it from all sections of the state and the 
system of loaning books, about which further mention will 
be made, is becoming of more general use. This is, perhaps, 
the most important class of all, in that it is sure to influence 
the first three classes. 

Turning now to the past two years of the library and its 
condition today, the following facts are noted: 

REMOVAL. 

The library was moved from its old quarters in the state 
house to the new building during the summer of 1895. The 
work was found to be of considerable magnitude owing to 
the fact that the books belonging to the library proper and 
the duplicate state publications were stored in different parts 
of the state house, from cellar to attic. The duplicate state 
publications were first moved, being placed in their permanent 
position in the shipping room. When it is stated that 
these consisted of some ninety thousand different pieces, 
largely pamphlets, and that each piece had to be handled three 
or four times for purposes of classification, counting and 
cataloguing, something of the labor can be imagined. 

The law department was next removed, being placed 
upon the shelves in accordance with its new classification, 
and following this, came the miscellaneous collection which 
was classified, as it was moved, according to the Dewey 
decimal system of classification. Care was taken during 
2 
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removal to avoid any errors in the rearrangement upon the 
shelves and the whole was accomplished without loss of or 
injury to the books and with reasonable despatch. 

THE LAW DEPARTMENT. 

The law department is now upon a good working basis. 
During the past two years many breaks in sets have been 
filled and the collection of text-books has been strength- 
ened. While there are many volumes still needed, they are 
of such a nature that their purchase can be delayed until 
the more urgent needs of the miscellaneous department are 
provided for. The books in this department now number 
fifteen thousand, seven hundred and eighty-five volumes, 
and this number is being increased at the rate of about nine 
hundred volumes per annum. Within the past year the 
library had the good fortune to complete its set of the 
printed laws of this state. Such sets are extremely rare and 
very valuable. 

THE MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT. 

Much has been done and good results obtained in all the 
subdivisions of this department since the last report. There 
still remains, however, a great deal to do. Constant and 
unremitting effort will be required to bring this library to a 
proper degree of efficiency and keep it abreast of the times. 

It is not possible at this time to give an adequate outline 
of the needs of this department. I can only call attention 
to some of the work that is being done, postponing until the 
time when the catalogue shall be completed, a comprehen- 
sive discussion of necessary development. There are in the 
miscellaneous department at the present time, twenty-two 
thousand, six hundred and sixty volumes, besides unbound 
volumes and pamphlets. 

ACCESSIONS. 

The new books coming into the library have materially 
increased during the past two years, until at the present 
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time, they average nearly five hundred volumes per month. 
Of these accessions, almost two-thirds come in by way of 
gift. A little less than one-fifth of them are law books and 
the balance are of a miscellaneous nature. In addition to 
these bound volumes, a large number of pamphlets are 
being regularly received. The growth of the library is now 
a healthy one and due care is being taken that no subject 
properly included in the plans of the institution is slighted. 

PERIODICALS. 

During the past year the subscription list of periodicals 
has been very largely increased. The intention has been to 
cover all subjects fairly so that there may be found in the 
library uj)-to-date matter to accommodate investigation in 
every line of inquiry. The selection has been made not only 
with reference to present use, but also for the permanent 
preservation of sets which are valuable for purposes of 
reference. 

In addition to this an effort is being made to complete 
the sets of these periodicals and also to obtain sets of other 
valuable periodical literature. Material aid can be rendered 
to the library in this particular feature of its work by con- 
tributions of unbound periodicals, which the owners or 
custodians may not care to preserve. It is suggested that 
those contemplating the destruction of accumulated period- 
ical literature will, with trifling inconvenience to themselves, 
confer an especial benefit upon their state by depositing 
such literature in the state library. 

A list of periodicals now taken regularly will be found at 
the end of this report. 

STATE NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS. 

Under the law requiring the weekly newspapers of the 
state to send regularly to the library, as a prerequisite of 
their printing the laws, we are now receiving and preserving 
files of practically all these papers. In addition to this, 
through the courtesy of the publishers, the name of this 
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library has been placed upon the free mailing list of all the 
daily papers of our state except one, and these files are 
being preserved. I have endeavored, so far as possible, to 
obtain like papers from the publishers of other periodical 
literature of the state and we are now receiving: most of it 
regularly. 

In several instances, publishers have so fully appreciated 
the value of having a file of their paper in the state library, 
where it is secure from possibility of destruction from fire, 
that they have completed their files from the beginning, and 
it is hoped that others will do this as far as possible. 

The uncertainty of the life of the p":aper stock upon which 
the newspapers of the present day are printed has made it 
seem wise from an economical standpoint not to bind the 
files at present. Instead they are unfolded and placed in 
chronological order between two pieces of card board and 
consigned to their proper place upon the shelves in the 
newspaper room. This answers the purpose of preserva- 
tion and is found nearly as convenient for consultation. 

SEQUENTS. 

Particular attention is being given to the completion of 
the broken sets of books and pamphlets upon our shelves. 
A constant effort is being made to find the copies necessary 
to complete these sets and also to obtain new matter in this 
direction. The annual publications of societies, associations, 
colleges, libraries and other institutions of this country are 
becoming of great value. One has but to instance one or 
two cases to see the importance of obtaining complete sets 
of these publications. 

Take for instance the current publications of the National 
organization of those engaged in industrial occupations, in 
agriculture in its various lines, such as fruit culture, horticul- 
ture, stock raising and dairying, in manufacturing and the al- 
most innumerable associations representing the industries of 
the country. Also of the different patriotic societies such as 
the Sons of the American Revolution, Sons of the Revolution, 
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May Flower Descendants and others. All are found to con- 
tain much valuable historical and statistical matter. Many 
of the publications of scientific associations contain exhaust- 
ive papers on scientific subjects. The catalogues of our col- 
leges give valuable historical data. In fact there is value in 
every publication of this nature and time is well spent in per- 
fecting these sets. 

In this connection there is an additional incentive to obtain 
complete sets of New Hampshire publications for the reasons 
stated under the discussion of New Hampshire matter. 

Probably our citizens can aid the library more in this under- 
taking of completing broken sets than in any other direction. 
Thus far I have not received a single gift of pamphlets in 
which I have not found one or more that helped to complete 
broken sets. Several instances have occurred during the past 
year where the only number we lacked to complete a set has 
been received in a lot of pamphlets sent in the way of gift. 
It can easily be seen that while such a pamphlet would be of 
little utility to its possessor it proves of very great value to us 
in our emergency. , 

EXCHANGES. 

During the past two years the system of exchanging the 
publications of this state for those of other states has been 
kept up and has been found beneficial to the library. In ad- 
dition to these we have found it possible to make many ex- 
changes with societies and individuals that have brought 
into the library much useful material. A liberal policy of 
exchange will be followed in the future and the library man- 
agement will be glad to hear from anyone having works 
which they wish to exchange for state publications. There 
are in the shipping-room of the library a sufficient number 
of duplicates of state publications for the purposes of ex- 
change. The duplicates include journals of the senate and 
house for different years, the reports of the different de- 
partments both in separate and consolidated form and many 
other publications of a miscellaneous character. But it 
should be remembered that various causes have produced 
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great inequalities in the numbers preserved for different 
years and thus have enhanced the value of some of the pub- 
lications for purposes of exchange. 

Efforts are now being made to enlarge our exchanges 
with foreign countries. This is necessarily slow, because of 
a prejudice against international exchange, especially in 
Europe. It is beUeved, however, that much will be ultimately 
accomplished in this direction. , 

GIFTS. 

I have met with universal kindness and consideration 
during the past two years in the matter of gifts to the library, 
both at the hands of citizens of this state and others. The 
gifts have been large in number and valuable accessions. It 
has been the policy of the librarian to stimulate a practical 
interest in the library and encourage every effort to increase 
its efficiency. With any appropriation that the trustees 
would at present feel justified in asking, or the legislature in 
granting, it would be impossible to purchase in open market 
the books required and the library must, therefore, depend 
largely upon the generosity of its friends to help in the work 
of building it up. This leads again to a topic which has been 
called to your attention, i e., the large mass of volumes and 
pamphlets which are undoubtedly stored in the attics of our 
citizens' homes, which they apparently look upon as value- 
less and are at a loss how to dispose of, and which they 
would unquestionably be as glad to give as the state to 
receive, if only the matter were brought to their attention. 
If all such persons could be prevailed upon to neither destroy 
nor throw away these publications, but rather to save them 
for this institution, they would prove of exceeding value. 
They could be boxed and addressed to "The State Library, 
Concord, N. H.," and given to the freight or express agent 
with instructions to collect charges of this library. 

As to what is needed, I have only to ask that they give us 
the opportunity of judging whether what they do not care 
for would be of value to us. 
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It has been customary in past years to publish a list of 
gifts in the library report. It seems best to omit this list 
from this report. Gifts are all credited upon the accession 
cards and pamphlet book of the library and a special acknowl- 
edgment is sent to each donor. A book plate with the 
name of the donor written thereon is placed in all bound 
volumes presented and a list of gifts with names of donors 
is published at the end of each month in the daily papers of 
Concord. These provisions would seem more nearly to fulfil 
the purposes of such a list, at least until such time as a com- 
plete printed catalogue of the library can be issued. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE MATTER. 

A specijil effort is being directed to obtaining for the 
library three classes of matter, i. e., books and pamphlets, (i) 
By New Hampshire authors; (2) Bearing on New Hamp- 
shire or its citizens; (3) Printed in New Hampshire. The 
reasons for making such a collection are apparent, any liter- 
ature relating especially to our state must prove of interest 
to its citizens. It will be historically valuable. It represents 
the growth of the state so far as anything in printed form 
can. Its natural repository is the New Hampshire state 
library. , 

Both authors and publishers can aid vastly in this work 
by sending us notices of books and pamphlets that are pub- 
lished and, when so disposed, by presenting copies to the 
librarj'. 

BINDING. 

There are many books, pamphlets, and sequents in the 
library which need binding and work upon this is being 
pushed as rapidly as possible. During the past year about 
twelve hundred volumes have been bound and binding the 
present year will reach two thousand volumes or more. So 
far as.possible, new matter coming into the library is bound 
as soon as received. The intention is to put everything in 
bound form where it can be done so as to increase the useful- 
ness of the library. 
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CATALOGUING. 

Work has been commenced upon a comprehensive card 
catalogue of the entire miscellaneous department. As has 
been stated, the books are arranged according to the Dewey 
system of decimal classification, and in cataloguing the 
Dewey numbers and Cutter author marks are used. The 
dictionary plan of arrangement of cards will be adopted, with 
both author and subject cards arranged in one alphabetical 
list. An effort is being made to avoid complications, so that 
the catalogue, when finished, will prove intelligible and of 
practical use to our patrons. It is estimated that it will take 
about two years to complete this undertaking. After it is 
finished, it is intended to print a catalogue from the cards so 
that the library may be available to persons in aU parts of 
the state without the necessity of coming to Concord to find 
out what we have. 

LOANING OF BOOKS. 

Under the direction of the trustees, a method of loaning 
books from the miscellaneous department to persons 
throughout the state has been established. This is done 
through the public libraries of the cities and towns as fol- 
lows: Any person desiring a book which is in that depart- 
ment can go to the local library and make application 
therefor, agreeing to become responsible for the expense 
attending the sending and returning of the book. Upon 
the local library notifying the state library of this applica- 
tion, the latter will send the book to the former for two 
weeks, which can in turn loan it to the applicant under the 
local library rule. The local library becomes responsible to the 
state library and the individual to the local library for the 
book. In this way anyone can obtain books which they 
need at a very slight expenditure. The only limitation 
under this privilege relates to works of reference in constant 
use in the library and books which cannot readily be replaced 
in open market. Until a printed catalogue is issued, it will 
be advisable for persons desiring a book, which they cannot 
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find elsewhere, to make enquiry whether it is in the state 
library. If it is, we shall be very glad to send it in accord- 
ance with the above rules. 

GEOLOGICAL CABINET. 

Soon after the removal to the new building, Mr. Lauren 
Clough, of this city, suggested to me the plan of establish- 
ing, in connection with the library, a representative geolog- 
ical collection of our state, and offered his services toward 
making such a collection. The value of this suggestion was 
apparent, and I hastened to make it available. After con- 
sultation with him, it was decided that the collection should 
be confined to New Hampshire specimens, that it should be 
made to show, as nearly as possible, the earth structure in 
different parts of the state, and that the specimens should be 
so marked as to make the collection as a whole instructive 
as well as interesting. 

Through the efforts of Mr. Clough, and the kindness of 
many of our citizens, we already have one cabinet filled and 
enough for a good beginning upon another. Too much 
cannot be said in recognition of the valuable service that has 
thus been rendered to the state. 

Mr. William C. Todd of Atkinson has recently presented 
to the library an almost complete collection of the one-cent 
pieces issued by the United States of America from the 
beginning to about i860. The g^ft is a valuable one, and an 
effort will be made to complete it. Individual co-operation 
in this effort would be helpful. 

LIBRARY STATISTICS. 

In accordance with the law, I have sent out circulars to 
the town clerks of the state, asking them to return to this 
library certain statistics with reference to the public libraries 
in their towns. I have received answers from every town 
clerk except three. It has been the custom to tabulate 
these statistics and print them in the library report, but as a 
carefully prepared table giving the same information appears 
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in the report of the public library commission, there appears 
to be no reason for repeating it here, and it is therefore 
omitted. The statistics which have been collected by this 
library will be bound together and placed upon our shelves 
for purposes of reference. 

FINANCES. 

A detailed statement of the expenses of the library and 
building will be found at the close of this report. Every 
effort has been made to run the department as economically 
as was consistent with the necessities of the institution. As 
is always the case in new buildings, many things were found 
necessary that had not been provided. The same was found 
true in starting the library upon a new basis in its new home. 
This may reasonably be expected to continue for a short 
period longer or until everything about the building has 
been thoroughly tested and the administration of the library 
fairly established. Then I shall expect to see a material 
decrease in expenditure. 

LOCAL HISTORY IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 

I desire to call the especial attention of the trustees of 
libraries and librarians of our State to an article which is 
reprinted at the close of this report upon "Libraries of Local 
History." The importance of the ideas advanced in this article 
makes it seem wise to bring it to the attention of all interested 
in library work so far as possible. 

In closing, I desire to express to the trustees, to my assist- 
ants, and to all who have aided me in my work, my hearty 
appreciation of their kindness. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ARTHUR H. CHASE, 

Librarian, 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



APPENDIX. 



Digitized by LjDOQ IC 



Digitized by 



Google 



STATE LIBRARY REPORT. 29 



PERIODICALS RECEIVED. 

List of periodicals received regularly at the New Hamp- 
shire state library: 

Those marked with * are gifts. 

* The Arena. 
American Architect. 

Publications of the American Economic Association. 

The American Geologist. 

The American Historical Register. 

The American Historical Review. 

American Journal of Pharmacy. 

* American Mechanics' Advocate. 

* The American Missionary. 

The American University Magazine. 
Annals of the American Academy. 

* Appalachia. 

Army and Navy Journal. 
The Bankers' Magazine. 
Bibliotheca Sacra. 
The Bookman. 

* Book Reviews. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

* Bulletins of the Boston Public Library. 
Bradstreefs. 

* The Monthly Bulletin of the Bureau of the American 
Republics. 

* The Carpenter. 
Cassier's Magazine. 

* Catalogue of United States Public Documents. 
Catholic World. 

The Christian Leader. 

* Confederate Veteran. 
The Congregationalist. 

* Congregational Record and New Hampshire Journal. 
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The Connecticut Quarterly. 

* Consular Reports. 

The Contemporary Review. 
The Critic. 
Current History. 
Current Literature. 

* The Dartmouth. 

* The Dartmouth Literary Monthly. 
Economic Studies. 

The Edinburgh Review. 
Educational Review. 
The Electrical Engineer. 
The Electrical World. 
The Engineering Magazine. 

* Bulletin of the Essex Institute. 

* Experiment Station Record. 
The Fortnightly Review. 
The Forum. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute. 

Garden and Forest. 

Bulletin of the Geological Society of America. 

The Granite Monthly. 

* The Granite State Endeavorer. 

* The Hartford Seminary Record. 
The Hartford Graduates' Magazine. 
Herald of the Coming One. 

* The Home Missionary. 
The Hotel Gazette. 

* Bulletin of Johns Hopkins Hospital. 

* Johns Hopkins University Studies. 

Knox County Historical and Genealogical Magazine. 
The Library Journal. 

* Library Record. 

* Life and Light For Women. 
The Literary Era. 

* Literary News. 

* The Manifesto. 
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Journal of the Military Service Institution. 

* Miscellaneous Notes and Queries. 

* The Missionary Herald 

* Monthly Weather Review. 

* Mt St Mary's Record. 
The Nation. 

The New Church Review. 

* New England Florist. 

* New England Historical and Genealogical Register. 
The New England Homestead. 

New England Magazine. 

* New Hampshire Agriculturist 

* New Hampshire College Monthly. 
The New York Lumber Trade Journal. 
The Nineteenth Century. 

The North American Review. 

* Notes on Books. 

* Notes on New Books. 

* The Open Court. 

* Our Library. 

* The Pacific Northwest. 
Pedagogical Seminary. 

* Pennsylvania Railroad Men's News. 
Popular Astronomy. 

Power. 

The Presb)rterian and Reformed Review. 

Public Libraries. 

Public Opinion. 

The Quarterly Journal of Economics. 

* The Queen City Journal. 
Railroad Gazette. 

'•' The Rambler. 

The Review of Reviews. 

The School Review. 

Science. 

Scientific American. 

The Scottish Review. 
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The Spirit of '76. 

* The Stone Trade News. 
Street Railway Journal. 

* The Travelers' Record. 
The Unitarian. 

Proceedings of the U. S. Naval Institute. 

* The Vermont Medical Monthly. 
The Watchman. 

The Westminster Review. 

* Proceedings of the Worcester Society of Antiquity^ 
Zion's Herald. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

Boston Advertiser. 

New York Herald. 

Chicago Inter Ocean. 

Washington Post. 

New Orleans Picayune. 

Denver Republican. 

San Francisco Chronicle. 

And the daily and weekly newspapers of the state* 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 
June i, 1895, to June i, 1896. 



Library Building : 



Salaries 


$1,121.00 




Coal 


833.81 




Gas and electricity 


660.23 




Water 


23-55 




Supplies .... 


1,083.52 




Sundries .... 


397-74 


$4,119.85 






Library : 






Salary of librarian . 


$1,550.00 




Salaries of assistants 


1,713.16 




Books regular 


2,999.97 




Books special 


1,946.52 




Expenses of trustees 


29.25 




Printing .... 


498.25 




Freight and express 


350-79 




Sundries .... 


573.53 


$9,661.47 






Removal 




830.00 



$14,611.32 
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LIBRARIES OF LOCAL HISTORIES. 

(A Reprint.) 

Every student of local history feels the need of books. For 
this reason, when a local historical society is formed, some 
of the first questions that arise relate to the library. I shall 
attempt to answer two of these questions: — What shall the 
library contain? Who shall care for it? 

For convenience I shall use the word "town" to cover the 
smallest political division whether locally called town, town- 
ship, city, village, or parish. 

The Hbrary should contain everything in print or manu- 
script relating to the town. The printed material includes 
books and pamphlets on the town's history, topography, 
literature, art, science, industries, etc., biographies of natives 
or residents, works of local authors, reports of town officers 
and local societies, school catalogues, programmes and 
examination papers, church lists and other publications, ser- 
mons, catalogues and circulars of industrial and commercial 
concerns, programmes of concerts and other public or private 
entertainments, handbills, posters, books, pamphlets and 
periodicals published or printed in the town, maps, etc. 

Nothing is too insignificant to be of possible use to some 
enquirer. Classified scrap-books of newspaper clippings, 
arranged under such headings as biography, fires, churches, 
government, improvements, names of important events, etc., 
ar*e of the greatest value. It should be remembered, how- 
ever, that indiscriminate and unclassified scrapping is nearly 
useless. Neither should one preserve in this way material 
already found in books. A local collection should also 
include portraits, views, photographs of building, etc. 

In addition to printed matter the library should contain 
manuscript material of all kinds relating to the town. 
Books and pamphlets representing much well-directed work, 
the results of which should not be lost, for various reasons 
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remain unprinted. In this class belong papers read before 
the society, also notes made by members but never used in 
any published work. The manuscript material also includes 
diaries, business and family papers, account books, logs of 
sea-voyages, record books of societies, etc. 

One question that continually arises is "What is a local 
author?" Certainly everyone, whether native or foreign, who 
has done most of his literary work within the town, must be 
classed under this heading. In Salem, this includes Haw- 
thorne and Bowditch (natives), Edward S. Morse (born in 
Maine), and Dr. Bently (in Boston). When we go beyond 
this, it is difficult to draw the line. Is every native and 
every resident to be included in this category? There are 
natives who left the town so early in life as to owe to it 
nothing but the mere accident of birth (such as Prescott 
and W. W. Story in Salem). Others may be called "birds 
of passage." Clergymen frequently belong to this class. 
Salem examples are Roger Williams, G. B. Cheever and 
Rufus Choate. No uniform iiile can be laid down. In a 
general way it may be said that the smaller the town the 
more inclusive should be the rule. The small town must 
make the most of its notables. At the Cambridge Public 
Library, Harvard students coming from outside the city are 
not considered Cambridge authors unless they actually pro- 
duce literary work while residents. Whatever limits are 
fixed, within these limits everything should be carefully 
collected. 

To collect this material some one must make it his special 
business and be ever on the alert. It must be secured at 
the time or it is lost. The field may be subdivided, one 
person looking out for public documents, others attending 
to churches, schools, musical matters, etc., while one follows 
up the pubHshers and printers. 

We now come to the second division of the subject: — 
Who shall care for the library? Except in the largest cities, 
the historical society should not attempt to run a separate 
library, but should devote its energies to building up the local 
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history department of the public library. The arguments in 
favor of this are economy, longer hours of opening, access 
to general reference books, and use by non-members. 

One of the strongest arguments in favor of control by 
the public library is economy. If the society conducts its 
library independently it must consider the question of rent, 
heat, light, attendance, etc. The public library can gen- 
erally house a local collection without much additional 
expense, and the amount thus saved by the society can be 
used to increase the collection, to provide additional room 
in the public library, or for other purposes in connection 
with its legitimate work. If the society has funds it may 
buy and own the books and place them on perpetual deposit 
in the public library, but in most cases it is better for the 
latter to own them. 

The longer hours of a public library furnish another 
argument in its favor. As a rule an historical society can 
be open but a few hours daily, while our public libraries are 
extending their hours so as to cover at least a majority of 
the twenty-four. These longer hours enable members to 
work in the library during the evening or at other times 
when business engagements would otherwise prevent. 

Another consideration is that in all study, even in a 
limited field, one soon feels the need of general reference 
books. The cost and infrequent use of such books, however, 
would deter the historical society from buying them, and it 
is always an inconvenience to be obliged to save up refer- 
ences until one can go to another place to look them up. 
Every subject has such interwining relations with others 
that no one ever knows what books may be needed. 

An historical society is supposed to be established for the 
general good of the community and not merely for the 
pleasure of its own members. They should, therefore, be 
glad of the access to the local history collections which the 
public library can give to non-members. Often an intelli- 
gent mechanic or clerk, who could never be induced to join 
a presumably learned society, may be led to take an interest 
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in local history. Such study is also becoming a feature of 
school work and children are often referred to our libraries 
by their teachers. The public library has, or should have, 
facilities for attending to this class of inquirers which an 
historical society can seldom furnish. 

The tendency of the day is toward concentration. It is 
all very well to talk of differentiation and to agree that the 
library of the historical society shall collect local history 
and genealog>' and thereby relieve the public library from 
the necessity of so doing. If this separation of the two 
fields of work be closely adhered to, each library is ham- 
pered by the lack of much-needed books; while, if it is not 
adhered to, there is waste through duplication of books of 
which one copy would fully answer all the needs of the town. 
Every argument of economy and the general good is in 
favor of their being but one librar}-. It would probably be 
found desirable that the historical society should have a 
meeting room in the library building, or, if this is impossible, 
at no great distance from it In exchange for financial or 
other assistance the librar>' would doubtless allow special 
facilities for the use of books by members of the society 
for purposes of investigation. 

Relieved from the care of a librar}- the historical society 
can devote its energies to many objects of the greatest 
benefit to the town, such as establishing a museum of local 
histor\' and science, conducting courses of lectures and 
study classes, publishing its proceedings, erecting memorial 
tablets, preserving old buildings, encouraging the formation 
of village improvement clubs. A public librar}- and an 
historical society can do far more for the public good when 
their fields of work are thus distinctly separated. 

G. M. JONES. 
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